Attorney's Docket No. 10970294-1 
Application No. 09/126,622 
Page 2 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

I. -10. (Canceled) 

I I . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
generating a first compressed image data set comprises JPEG compression. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
storing the first compressed image data set in an image storage device; and 
storing the second compressed image data set in the image storage device if 

space is available. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the steps of 
generating the first and second compressed image data sets are performed by first 
and second quantizers. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for processing images in a digital camera 
wherein the digital camera includes an image storage device having primary and 
secondary storage areas, comprising the steps of: 

inputting a raw image; 
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generating from the raw image, including employing a first quantizing step, a 
first compressed image data set suitable for reproducing substantially the entire 
image at a first quality level, the first compressed image data set being stored in the 
primary storage area; and 

generating from the raw image, including employing a second quantizing step 
independent of the first quantizing step, a second compressed image data set which 
supplies at least a least significant bit missing in the first compressed image data set 
for combination whon combinod with the first compressed image data set r e produc e s 
to reproduce substantially the entire image at a second, higher quality level, the 
second compressed image data set being stored in the secondary storage area; and 

releasing space used to store the second compressed image data set 
associated with the raw image in the secondary storage area of the image storage 
device to store a first compressed image data set associated with another raw image 
when insufficient space is available in the primary storage area of the image storage 
device to store the first compressed image data set associated with another raw 
image. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in a first in first out order. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in a last in first out order. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein each first 
compressed image data set stored in the secondary storage area has associated 
with it an image quality metric and the step of releasing space in the secondary 
storage area of the image storage device releases space in lowest image quality first 
order. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, wherein the means for 
generating a first compressed image data comprises JPEG compression means. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, further comprising: 
means for storing the first compressed image data set in an image storage 

device; and 

means for storing the second compressed image data set in the image 
storage device if space is available. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 20, wherein the means for 
generating the first compressed image data set and the means for generating the 
second compressed image data set comprise first and second quantizers. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A system of processing images in a digital camera 
wherein the digital camera includes primary and secondary storage areas, 
comprising: 

means for inputting a raw image; 

means for generating from the raw image, including employing a first 
quantizing step, a first compressed image data set suitable for reproducing 
substantially the entire image at a first quality level, the first compressed image data 
set being stored in the primary storage area; 

means for generating from the raw image, including employing a second 
quantizing step independent of the first quantizing step, a second compressed image 
data set which supplies at least a least significant bit missing in the first compressed 
image data set for combination wh e n comb i n e d with the first compressed image data 
set r e produc e s to reproduce substantially the entire image at a second, higher 
quality level, the second compressed image data set being stored in the secondary 
storage area; and 

means for releasing space used to store the second compressed image data 
set associated with the raw image in the secondary storage area of the image 
storage device to store a first compressed image data set associated with another 
raw image when insufficient space is available in the primary storage area of the 
image storage device to store the first compressed image data set associated with 
another raw image. 
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23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, wherein the means for 
releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in a first in first out order. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, wherein the means for 
releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in a last in first out order. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, wherein each first 
compressed image data set in the secondary storage area has associated with it an 
image quality metric and the means for releasing space in the secondary storage 
area of the image storage device releases space in lowest image quality first order. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein the processing 
unit is configured to perform JPEG compression to generate the first compressed 
image data set and the second compressed image data set. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein the processing 
unit comprises a first quantizer configured to generate the first compressed image 
data set and a second quantizer configured to generate the second compressed 
image data set. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A system for processing images in a digital camera 
comprising: 

an image storage device, wherein the image storage device comprises 
primary and secondary storage areas; and 

a processing unit configured to transfer raw image data from an input device, 
generate a first compressed image data set from the raw image, including employing 
a first quantizing step, wherein the first data set is suitable for reproducing 
substantially the entire image at a first quality level, the first compressed image data 
set being stored in the primary storage area, and generate a second compressed 
image data set, including employing a second quantizing set independent of the first 
quantizing step, wherein the second data se t supplies at least a least significant bit 
missing in the first data set for combination wh e n comb i n e d with the first data set is 
su i tab le for r e producing to reproduce substantially the entire image at a second 
higher quality level, the second compressed image data set being stored in the 
secondary storage area , store tho first compross e d i mag e data s e t i n th e i mag e 
storage dov i co, and stor e th e s e cond compr e ss e d i mag e data s e t i n th e imag e 
storag e d e v i c e if space is available, and the processing unit is further configured to 
release space used to store the second compressed image data associated with the 
raw image in the secondary storage area of the image storage device to store a first 
compressed image data associated with another raw image when insufficient space 
is available in the primary storage area of the image storage device to store the first 
compressed image data set associated with another raw image. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein the processing 
unit is configured to release space in the secondary storage area of the image 
storage device in a first in first out order. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein the processing 
unit is configured to release space in the secondary storage area of the image 
storage device in a last in first out order. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, wherein each first 
compressed image data set in the secondary storage area has associated with it an 
image quality metric and the processing unit is configured to release space in the 
secondary storage area of the image storage device in lowest image quality first 
order. 
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